
Defender Blue 2025 (DB25)
Online Training Course

– Trainers’ Profile-

Advancing Cyber Deterrence & Resilience Through Specialized Training

A closed session under Chatham House rules event

Dates of Training program: 17 to 24 November 2025

Training Course aligned to a six-module structure (not by day) and 
embeds hands-on labs using Splunk and Microsoft Sentinel.
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Trainers’ Profile
TRAINER 1: 
Professional Experience
NCIRC (NATO Computer Incident Response Capability) Specialty 

 provide security services and solutions
 penetration testing 
 incident response. 
 Open-Source Intelligence Gathering (OSINT) expert
 Vulnerability discovery
 Public/Closed event speaker with over 20 years of professional experience in the 

security  industry,  who  has  also  developed  and  contributed  to  open-source 
projects. (NATO IA Symposium, Europol, European Commission, CertEU, SWIFT, Oil &  
Gas Cyber Security Summits, SANS). 

 Has  worked  with  both  vendors  and  companies  to  remediate  discovered 
vulnerabilities.  

 NATO Cyber Defense Exercises   
Through cyber defense exercises, he was able to: 

 Identify gaps in NATO’s Incident Response processes and procedures 
 Assess security vendor-based tools against cyber attacks 
 Train his team of cyber defenders in detecting, responding to, and recovering from 

cyber attacks 
 Develop lessons identified database to better prepare NATO against cyber attacks 
 Ensure better  collaboration and communication within the team and with external 

teams/organizations 

Professional Training and Certifications
 MSc IT Security 
 GIAC Certified Penetration Tester (GPEN) 
 PRINCE 2 Practitioner 
 CESG CHECK Team Member (expired) 
 CCNA (expired) 
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TRAINER 2: 
Professional Experience
Principal Consultant with a specialist background in penetration testing and Cyber Defense 
Exercises (Red vs. Blue team). 

 Web application and network security.
 Vulnerability research. 
 Threat and risk assessment. 
 Security vetted and cleared to NS. 
 Focusing  on  the  protection  of  high-risk  applications  and  on  penetration  testing, 

vulnerability assessment and cyber defense exercises. 
 A Bug Hunter and has discovered vulnerabilities in major vendor products, such 

as Google, Adobe, Oracle, Mozilla and Opera. 
 Web application and browser security has been featured at various hacker and 

security  conferences,  including  Hack  In  The  Box,  EUSecWest,  DEFCON, 
OWASP and HackPra. 

 
Professional Training and Certifications

 GIAC - SANS 660 - Advanced Penetration Testing, Exploits, and Ethical Hacking 
 PCI SSC QSA (expired) 
 CISSP 

 
Penetration Testing
He and his team were responsible for assessing systems, applications and networks of many 
New Zealand and Asian clients in different sectors, including telecommunications, finance, 
banking and insurance. 

In the last two years, he has focused on penetration testing and vulnerability assessment mainly 
in the area of NATO networks, applications and systems. The list of security reviews provided 
in the last years: 

 Application and Web Application Security Testing; 
 Network Penetration testing (black box-grey box); 
 Application and Source Code Review; 
 Host Build review; 
 Database security review; 
 Voice Over IP (VoIP) security review; 
 Kiosk and unattended access terminal reviews; 
 Firewall rule set review; 
 Citrix and remote access penetration testing; 
 Mobile application security review; 
 Scada (Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition). 
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TRAINER 3: 
Professional Experience
More than 10 years of experience 

 Seasoned cybersecurity professional
 A distinguished career in adversary emulation
 Detection engineering. 
 Incident response, endpoint security. 
 Threat intelligence organizations.
 Worked and collaborated on offensive/defensive projects with a multitude of customers 

and organizations across diverse sectors, including energy, critical infrastructure, oil 
and gas, and finance. 

TRAINER 4: 
Professional Experience
Highly  qualified  and  experienced  with  a  background  in  production  and  management 
engineering and secure engineering technologies. 

 Worked on several significant projects, including CyberSec4Europe, MELITY, and 
ARTEMIS, funded by the European Union. 

 He has also contributed to the projects AI4Healthsec and Cybersecpro as a consulting 
researcher. 

TRAINER 5: 
Professional Experience
Practical Experience in offensive cybersecurity practices within the Armed Forces, specializing 
in red-teaming and adversarial simulation. 

 Conducted penetration tests for international organizations
 Served for years as a supporting member of NATO’s Locked Shields cyber defence 

exercise
 Currently leads a Red Team.

Certifications
 Holds certifications such as Certified Red Team Operator (CRTO)
 Certified Red Team 
 Lead (CRTL).
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TRAINER 6: 
Professional Experience
Experienced  cybersecurity  professional  specializing  in  incident  response,  detection 
engineering, and cyber range development. With a career spanning Deloitte, Obrela Security 
Industries, and Piraeus Bank 

 Led advanced threat hunting, forensic investigations 
 Large-scale security monitoring operations. 
 Incident Response Lead and Cloud Security Engineer at KMicro Tech 
 He also lectured at NATO’s NMIOTC
 Contributes to EU-funded training programs, combining hands-on technical expertise 

with the design and delivery of advanced Blue Team training. 

Certifications
He holds multiple professional certifications, including 

 GIAC Certified Forensic Analyst (GCFA), 
 Microsoft Azure Security Engineer Associate, 
 Red Hat Certified System Administrator.

WHO WE ARE

Focal Point (FP) is a trusted partner specializing in the design and delivery of cyber training 
programs of specialty. Established in Belgium since 2012 it includes, Certified cybersecurity 
specialists with many years of experience in NATO Best Practices, Techniques and Tactics, 
Consulting NATO Computer Incident Response Capability (NCIRC) for more than 8 years, 
Focusing on Cybersecurity and Cyber Risk Management Services and Assessments, Cyber 
Defense Exercises and Training, as well as Research & Innovation Initiatives. With an ISO 
29993  for  Quality  requirements  for  learning  services  outside  formal  education,  such  as 
corporate training and professional development. It ensures transparency, consistency, and 
effectiveness in the design, delivery, and evaluation of learning programs. You may visit for 
more information:   https://focalpoint-sprl.be   

Strategy International (SI) is a two pillar approach think tank and consulting company based 
in Cyprus. Strategy International provides risk analyses and assessments, collaborates with 
leading institutions and institutes, engages in networking events and creates events related to 
market  professional  and scientific  awareness.  In  addition,  SI  also  provides  support  with 
regards to public affairs, scientific and development process and project management and 
training,  through our numerous engagements/  interactions with national  and international 
experts in their respective fields. It is also a place for network and policy creativity. We are 
pioneering new and innovative ideas with the end goal of generating positive results and 
outcomes in policies and practices. You may visit more on www.strategyinternational.org 
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