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Executive Summary 

 

On June 27, 2024, our think tank hosted a round table discussion titled "Reds and 
Blues: The 2024 US Elections and Their Global Impact." The event featured 
commentary from experts including Dr. Robert Cutler, Dr. Josef Demergis, Dr. 
Marios Efthymiopoulos, Prof. Michael Grossman, Prof. Dr. Francis Schortgen, and 
Mr. Theodoros Rakkas, and was moderated by Mr. Jérôme Vitenberg. The 
discussion centered around the upcoming US presidential election and its 
potential implications on international relations, military power, and global 
economic stability. 
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Introductory Remarks by the Editors 
  

Josef Demergis & Marios  Efthymiopoulos 

 

The US elections in 2024 are bound to be a hotly contested event with the two warring parties 
sharply divided amongst many policy issues. What is most worrisome is the extremist elements 
present in both political spectrums who, while under a carefully manicured veneer of everyday 
politics and business-as-usual approach, foster rhetoric and future actions that have 
repercussions in the West as a whole.  

In a world where a case can now be made that a multi-polar political reality is slowly emerging, 
the political upheaval and uncertainty present in the US political system are troublesome signs 
for the world’s only superpower. 
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Main body 
 

On June 27, 2024, our think tank hosted a round table discussion titled "Reds and Blues: 
The 2024 US Elections and Their Global Impact." The event featured commentary from 
experts including Dr. Robert Cutler, Dr. Josef Demergis, Dr. Marios Efthymiopoulos, Prof. 
Michael Grossman, Prof. Dr. Francis Schortgen, and Mr. Theodoros Rakkas, and was 
moderated by Mr. Jérôme Vitenberg. The discussion centered around the upcoming US 
presidential election and its potential implications on international relations, military 
power, and global economic stability. 

The panel began with an overview of the November 2024 elections, investigating the 
contrasts between Joe Biden's and Donald Trump's foreign policy approaches during 
current and past administrations, and examining the prospects for the Transatlantic 
alliance, NATO, and international treaties under each administration. They debated the 
future of US military power and the likelihood of the country maintaining its global military 
supremacy. Specific attention was given to current and future conflicts, with an analysis 
of how each candidate might navigate these complex issues. 

The panel was divided on whether there is a significant divergence in the two 
administrations’ foreign policies. Prof. Grossman, referring to a recent booki he edited 
with Prof. Dr. Schortgen1, explained that when looking at a broad range of international 
topics, both foreign policies usually don’t differ significantly. He emphasized that 
structural limits prevent the President from exercising full power despite administration 
changes. For instance, the bureaucratic and administrative structure can undermine 
presidential initiatives, while embedded group interests, including those of the military-
industrial complex, resist changes. Additionally, variables within the international system 
also limit the President’s power. 

Conversely, Dr. Cutler argued that US elections can be pivotal in shaping foreign policy 
and that foreign policy directions can be partially anticipated. He suggested that a 2.0 
Trump administration would reverse Biden’s policies, especially in the Middle East (e.g., 
Saudi Arabia/Iran), and benefit trans-Atlantic relations by increasing NATO income under 
Trump’s push. Dr. Cutler also analyzed that the military-industrial complex’s investments 
in military technologies will allow the US to maintain its global military supremacy, 
regardless of the administration in power in 2025. 

Dr. Demergis and Dr. Cutler mentioned a certain lack of coherent strategy during the 
Biden 1.0 administration’s conduct of foreign policy, suggesting it seemed to originate 
from personal choice rather than as part of a coherent strategy. 

 
1  David Cohen, Michael Grossman, Ronald Eric Matthews, and Francis Schortgen, eds., The Legacy of the 
Trump Administration: A Disruptive Presidency (New York: Palgrave, forthcoming).  
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The panel was unanimous in highlighting the rhetorical contrast between the two 
presidents. While Biden’s administration emphasizes the need to rely on international 
organizations to conduct foreign policies, Trump brought a more transactional and 
bilateral approach, which may be more appropriate in a multipolar system. 

For Prof. Schortgen, the differentiation between actual policy and rhetoric seems less 
relevant. A Trump 2.0 administration would likely intensify the "America First" approach 
seen in his first term, characterized by strategic unpredictability, erratic behaviour, and 
simplistic thinking. This could lead to reduced cooperation with international 
organisations, weakening or withdrawing from major international commitments, and 
strained relations with traditional allies in Europe and Asia amid heightened security 
challenges. In contrast, a Biden 2.0 administration would focus on multilateralism, 
strengthening and expanding alliances, and supporting international institutions. 

The discussion also assessed Biden's and Trump's economic policies and how their 
differing plans could impact global trade and financial stability. The conversation probed 
how the world perceives US foreign policy. Dr. Efthymiopoulos noted that perceptions of 
the US elections vary depending on geographical standpoints, strategies, and interests. 
Mr. Rakkas highlighted the growing ideological rift within American society regarding 
major socio-economic principles and values, suggesting this polarization spreads 
globally. In Europe, for instance, this spillover constitutes an “import” of US internal 
politics—an unintentional US foreign policy? Dr. Demergis mentioned the creation of 
divisive patterns similar to those in the US worldwide. 

The panelists provided a range of perspectives, offering nuanced insights into the 
potential for a more peaceful and prosperous world under each administration. Dr. 
Efthymiopoulos stressed the importance of reassuring continuity and forming alliances 
in a rapidly changing world. 
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i David Cohen, Michael Grossman, Ronald Eric Matthews, and Francis Schortgen, eds., The Legacy of the 
Trump Administration: A Disruptive Presidency (New York: Palgrave, forthcoming).  
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