Hamas' horrific attack of October 7th, 2023, as a
turning point in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

By Dr. George Anepsiou

On the morning of Oct. 7th, 2023, a new tragic development added to the long
bloodied list of incidents that comprise the historical Israeli-Palestinian conflict. A
stunning and unprecedented in scale attack operation took place on behalf of the
radical Islamic Sunni organisation of Hamas in Gaza strip against Israeli targets, both
military and civilian, resulting in extremely high number of casualties (dead and
injured). That offensive resulted in a much anticipated subsequent Israeli Defense
Forces (IDF) operational response at the Gaze enclave, which also caused many
casualties, as well. In fact, this major military campaign on behalf of the IDF is still
ongoing at the time these lines are written.

Clearly, the particular timing (date) that the radical Islamic organisation of
Hamas chose to launch that major attack against Israel was not accidental, nor
irrelevant. It was profoundly linked with the remembrance of the “Yom Kippur War”
(also known as the “Ramadan War” or the “Fourth Arab-Israeli War”), which was
fought from 6 to 25 of October 1973, between Israel and a coalition between Egypt
and Syria. As a matter of fact, the “Ofira Air Battle” (an air confrontation between
some F-4 fighter aircraft from the (then) Israeli Air Force Base “Ofir” at Sharm el-
Sheikh / South Sinai peninsula and much more MiG-17 and MiG-21 fighter aircraft of
the Egyptian Air Force), which took place on the 6th of October 1973, and practically
was the kick start of the particular armed conflict, since it assorted with a strong
flavour of operational surprise on behalf of the seemingly unaware Israeli military
side. Actually, the Hamas attack took place a day after the 50th anniversary of the
“Yom Kippur War”, since October 6th is the Jewish holy day of “Yom Kippur”. It
should also be noted that the “Yom Kippur armed conflict” occurred during
“Ramadan”, the sacred month of fasting in the faith of Islam. Having said that, it
should also be pointed out that Hamas' is considerably related (both dogmatically
and operationally) with the overarching Islamist organization of The Muslim
Brotherhood. Furthermore, Hamas has emerged as the predominant political actor
and military force in Gaza and, more recently, in the West Bank. This ascendancy
followed the outcome of the 2006 legislative elections, where Hamas representatives
secured victory. Subsequently, in 2007, they forcefully seized control in Gaza, a process
marked by excessive violence against other candidates from the opposing Fatah political
party. Lastly, it is important to emphasize that both the United States and the
European Union, along with several other nations, have officially designated Hamas
as a terrorist organization.”

By contrast, it is worth highlighting that the well-established (and well-known,
as well) connection with the infamous radical Sunni Islamist organization, the
"Muslim Brotherhood," further strengthens Hamas' doctrinal ties with Kuwait and
Turkey, as well. Functionally, there is also a link with Tehran, regardless of their
doctrinal difference, that they are Muslim Shia and not Sunni. These three major



sources provide Hamas with crucial logistical support, encompassing financial,
political, operational, and social aspects, essential for its physical existence and
operational activities. In a broader context, as noted by Reuters™, the particular aim
of that offensive in the wider sense was clearly the general undergoing
realignment in the wider Middle East, while in a short sense to make Hamas the
primarily influential organisation among all Palestinians in the area”.

In a broader geopolitical context overview, it seems that the major State actors
from Arab Sunni and Shia Islamic world, as well as Israel, appear to have adopt the
main regional policy objectives that was endorsed mostly by the previous US
administration, and was materialised mostly by the “Abraham Accords”", which
signed between Israel and the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain on September 15,
2020 and focused on the very optimistic Arab—Israeli normalization task. With that
decisive turnover approach, it seemed that both major Arab players and Israel were
ready to commit to be leaning, at least for the certain geopolitical time juncture,
towards a more convergent or moderate approach on their already complex near
future relations. Thus, paving the way perhaps to a wider ...normalisation deal
between all traditional stakeholders in the Middle East, which could lay the
groundwork for a new regional stability framework, taking also under consideration
the wider global interests of major international actors, including the United States.
This conceptual shift creates a future that certainly makes Hamas and perhaps
others likely-minded feeling considerably uncomfortable for the future and mostly
rather uncertain about their future positioning or even usage in this evolving
landscape..

According to Laura Blumenfeld, a Middle East analyst at the Johns Hopkins
School for Advanced International Studies in Washington, "as Hamas watched the
Israelis and Saudis move close to an agreement, they decided: no seat at the table?
Poison the meal, ...”, indicating that “Hamas may have lashed out due to a sense that
it was facing irrelevance as efforts advanced toward broader Israeli-Arab relations”.’
This perspective became also apparent through the political leader of Hamas, Ismail
Haniyeh's statement on Al Jazeera television, where he asserted that, "All the
agreements of normalisation that you (Arab states) signed with (Israel) will not end
this conflict". While at the same time, Osama Hamdan, the leader of Hamas in
Lebanon, pointed out the reluctance of the new Arab States to engage in discussions
or consider Israeli security concerns and demands, emphasizing the need to end the
Israeli occupation as a prerequisite for stability and peace in the region. More
specifically he stated , at Reuters that "For those who want stability and peace in the
region, the starting point must be to end the Israeli occupation ...Some (Arab states)
unfortunately started imagining that Israel could be the gateway for America to
defend their security.""

As regards the response by official authorities of Israel and as Israeli military
forces initiated retaliatory air strikes and ground operations in Gaza in response to
Hamas’ assault, its Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, declared directly that
"(Citizens of Israel,) we are at war. Not an operation, not a round [of fighting,] at war!
This morning Hamas initiated a murderous surprise attack against the state of Israel
and its citizens."""



From a strategic perspective, as it is determined in various well informed open
sources and having in mind that the proliferation of ballistic missiles, especially if
accompanied with weapons of mass destruction, can be defined as the main security
threat for Israel, since it is well accepted that “Israel is threatened by ballistic missile
attacks from state and non-state actors. States hostile to Israel—such as Iran and
Syria—pose an existential threat and have done so since Israel’s formation in 1948.
However, non-state actors such as Hezbollah and Hamas have emerged recently to
increase the risk of missile, mortar, and artillery strikes on Israeli territory.”"'".

From the Operational standpoint, as regards the aerial warfare, and especially
Israeli national Air Missile Defence (AMD) capabilities, it is evident that Israeli AMD
system aligns structurally with a “western” air defence approach. In fact, the
longstanding strategic alliance with the US, coupled with a distinctive national
defense doctrine that includes a meticulously direct threat assessment and a well-
organized system of national public defense, has been instrumental in shaping a
highly sophisticated and operationally effective missile defense system), along with
its geographical particularities (which limit its strategic depth) contribute to the
development of a very sophisticated and operationally highly effective capable
missile defence system that can manage extremely high rates of incoming aerial
threats to critical targets within Israeli territory. Either of military or of civilian nature.

More specifically, Israeli Air Defence, and especially its AMD system is
structured basically on a four-layer (largely overlapping) active defense network. This
network consists of the fully operational "Iron Dome" and "Arrow 2" systems, and it
is further complemented by the "Arrow 3" and "David's Sling" systems, which are
currently undergoing the process of achieving full operational functionality. Of them,

»  “Iron Dome” is a stationary, ground-based short-range anti-rocket
System,_developed independently by the Israeli company Rafael Advanced
Defense Systems in collaboration with the American company Raytheon which
became operational in early 2011. It comprises of a radar for detecting
incoming rockets, a command-and-control (C2) system that analyzes radar data,
and available air-defense missiles which can be launched to intercept rockets
within a range spanning from 4 km to 70 kilometers (approximately 43 miles).
The cost of each Iron Dome missile unit reaches about $40,000.*

»  “Arrow 2 and 3” are Mobile, Ground-based Systems, which were
developed by both US and Israel in order to provide defence against imminent
and developing short-range ballistic missile threats.

»  “David’s Sling” is a Joint (Ground, Naval, or Aerial) Air (Missile)
Defence Platform system designed to intercept short and medium-range
ballistic missiles in the terminal phase. These operational specs are positioning
it at the middle tier of Israel’s layered BMD architecture since it has been
developed as a flexible, multipurpose weapon system capable of engaging
aircraft, cruise missiles, and ballistic missiles. It is certainly a collaborative
effort by US and Israel, and in particular from the Israel’s Rafael Advanced



Defense Systems and U.S. Raytheon, which was recently tested, and it is
expected to be deployed in the near future.

It should also be mentioned that new operational practices were observed by
Hamas during the recent Hamas attack. These included actions at sea using small
boats and scuba divers, as well as in the air with an increased use of paragliders that
attempted to operate by increasing the operational depth of the Hamas offensive.
Additionally, there were extended use of Drones, mostly against ground targets, but
also in an attempt to impose congestion and false targeting to Israeli AMD system.
Although, operationally, these actions had minimal impact in terms of scale and
effectiveness, and did not yield any significant operational advantage, it is crucial to
consider them since they are indicative of Hamas's operational determination to
increase the level and the quality of its operational capabilities

On the other hand, regarding the capabilities of the Israeli Defense industry
that have been demonstrated during this conflict, it is evident that the collaborative
efforts in producing military equipment and the overall critical assessment of the
industry have yielded great results in the battlefield. This improvement extends
beyond conventional defense activities, encompassing various vital areas of wider
concern, such as medical research, public health, agriculture, water desalination,
weaponry, fighter aircraft, drone development/production, air defense systems, and
more, all of which have a significant impact on national and public security.

This development, apart from providing extra options in terms of its military
arsenal, especially concerning Air Power, or Air Defence Systems, not only creates
new commercial opportunities in the field of related international military
economy/market, but also opens new potentials in the “sister” field of geopolitical —
geostrategic cooperation between Israel and the co-developers and buyers of its
military systems (either States, NGOs or private companies). An indicative example is
the number of “ieMHR” model Radar units manufactured by the Israeli RADA
Electronic Industries, purchased by the Lithuanian Blue/Yellow volunteer
organization, and donated to Ukraine starting on May 2023. According to an article
in Israeli Newspaper Haaretz, the commercial contract is about 16 Radar units
“which will allow Ukraine to detect Russian aerial threats, including missiles, rockets,
mortar shells, helicopters and Iranian drones”

Having that said, it should be noted that it is not the aim of that brief Op-Ed to
thoroughly examine the entire spectrum of the Israeli - Palestine issue, nor does it
aim to delve deeply into crucial aspects of that issue, especially the legal and political
ones. In addition, it is proper and necessary to keep the necessary distance on more
specific aspects of public dialogue on the issue of the recent tragic Hamas
unprecedented in scale assault and the brutal Israeli response, especially since both
targeted civilians and in many cases by treated them with the most inhuman and
humanly disgraced way. Discussions, however, have to include critical questions such
as it was a complete or a ...“relevant” surprise* to military or to public security State
Authorities, along with attempts that compare the surprise factor of this attack to



historical events like the attacks on Pearl Harbour in 1941, the terrorist acts on
September 11, 2001, or the attempt to overthrow the Turkish government in the
2016 coup. To begin with, regarding the initial response to the Hamas assault
incident, it's important to note that aside from any operational or tactical
commentary, any level of fragmentation within an organized society (such as a state)
at a social or political level, can have a significant adverse impact on its defense and
security capabilities. This impact extends not only internally but also at local and
regional levels. It may thus hinder the society or state system's ability to detect,
recognize, identify, and assess threats, especially major or existential ones, and
subsequently affect its willingness to address them effectively and promptly.
Whether the Israeli national security system had specific information about the
impending Hamas assault or not, some analysts connect the Israeli state system's
failure to prevent the outbreak of the assault with a progressive crisis at the "deep
state" level, which emerged over the past year or more, possibly influenced by the
outcomes of the recent elections that shaped the current political balance between
the government and parliamentary opposition players.

Regarding this situation, Tia Goldberg's article published in AP on July 19, 2023,
described the state of affairs as quite serious until recently, specifically in late July.

“JERUSALEM (AP) — Cracks are emerging in Israel’s military.

The Middle East’s best equipped and most powerful force is under one of
the worst assaults it has encountered — a battle within its own ranks.

A contentious government plan to overhaul the country’s judiciary has
cleaved deep rifts within Israeli society. Those rifts have infiltrated the military,
where reservists in key units have pledged not to show up for duty if the
legislative changes are pushed through.

The letters, signed by thousands of reservists over the last seven months,
have up to now mostly remained threats. But this week, 161 critical air force
personnel announced they will stop their service, raising concerns about the
military’s readiness in the face of similar refusals at a time of heightened
violence and tensions on several fronts. On Wednesday, hundreds of reservists
from various units joined a rally in Tel Aviv, declaring they would not report for
duty anymore. ...”X

At the moment, in the aftermath of the October 7 Hamas attack on Israel, the
conflict still continues to escalate after the devastating response from Israel. A
response that poses new challenges for foreign policy decisions by nations affected.
However, the key factor influencing the conflict is now the foreign policy that the
United States, Europe, and the Gulf will follow, as well as the potential spill-over of
the conflict beyond Israel and Gaza. As a matter of fact, Iran was the first to issue
warnings, suggesting that its "friends"™ " in the Middle East might respond to Israeli
actions against Palestinians. However, no concrete timeline or specific actions have
been outlined. It is important to note that on the other hand Hezbollah and
Palestinian Islamic Jihad have become actively involved, with Hezbollah currently



exercising some restraint with a tense-but-stable very-low-intensity standoff at
Israel’s northern border as it does not need to cross the border to keep Israel locked
into the prospect of a two-front war.

While other groups, such as Al-Qaeda's network, have also voiced support for
Hamas verbally, but they have not committed to military action. At least, not yet. On
the same page, the United States, despite not seeking to involve into the conflict,
has demonstrated its operational readiness by sending additional major naval units
in the eastern Mediterranean to deter potential military threats, as counterterrorism
is regaining prominence in the US policy agenda. In fact, following the outbreak of
war, two thousand service members from the US Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines
are on alert to deploy and more importantly President Joe Biden expressed strong
support for Israel with renewed arms shipments. All this in the context of the UN
Security Council discussions for a consensus statement and their concern for civilian
safety mount as casualties rise, reaching approximately 1,300 Israelis and 10,000
Palestinians in the first month of fighting. In fact, those discussion have been
successfully concluded with the quite interesting Resolution 2712/15 Nov. 2023* on
the Israel-Palestine crisis in UN Security Council calling for the immediate release of
all hostages held by Hamas and for “urgent and extended humanitarian corridors
throughout the Gaza Strip” to save and protect civilian lives. In addition, it also “calls
for the immediate and unconditional release of all hostages held by Hamas and other
groups, especially children, as well as ensuring immediate humanitarian access;”. It is
worth mentioning that the affirmative vote came after four unsuccessful efforts to
take action within the UN Security Council last month.

More importantly, as Israel advances its ground invasion against Hamas and
Iran continues its patronage relationship with Hamas and Hezbollah, Gaza City has
been encircled, trapping nearly 400,000 Palestinians.*' The still undergoing Israel
Defence Forces retaliation campaign in Gaza, which began on October 28th in
response to the recent unconceivable Hamas attack, has a declared primary strategic
- operational aim to eliminate the Islamic (“Hamas and Islamic Jihad”) terrorist
threat from Gaza, and secondary the freeing of the hostages. According to Tzachi
Hanegbi, the Israeli National Security Adviser and National Security Council Director,
in his official Statement released on 31 Oct 2023,

“...The operational goal that was defined for the IDF is unequivocal: To
destroy the military and governing capabilities of Hamas and Islamic Jihad so
that there will no longer be a threat to the citizens of Israel from the Gaza
Strip. ... The additional supreme goal, as the Prime Minister made clear, is to
create the conditions for bringing the hostages back to their homes and their
families. As was revealed yesterday, the military effort serves both the effort to
bring back the hostages as well as the aspiration to destroy the enemy's
military and governing capabilities. ... This is the decision. These monstrous
terrorist organizations must never again be allowed to control the Gaza Strip. |
believe that this is also the view of a decisive majority of the Israeli public. ...In
order to maintain this support, we are obliged to continue, just as we have
been doing since the start of the war, distinguishing between murderers and
non-combatants; ... This is our commitment as a country that acts according to



the laws of war. This is also the way to increase and preserve the legitimacy
without which it would be very difficult to conduct the military campaign until
the goal is achieved. ...”™1

Before anything else, it is it's critical for our analysis to make a distinction
between the civilian Palestinian people residing in the Gaza Strip (let alone the
Palestinians, in general) and the Hamas (and Islamic Jihad) paramilitary organization
and its fighter members. The Hamas organization is not and should not be referred
to as "the Palestinians," in general and as a whole, either in political terms or in
terms of religion or belief. As a result, and with Hamas fighters reportedly positioned
themselves within urban infrastructures in Gaza and among civilians, the IDF air raids
and ground operation are now taking place in the vicinity and within areas of Gaza
City (mostly in its northern part), leading unavoidably to significant civilian
displacement and critical shortages of water, fuel, and supplies and great civilian
casualties among the Gaza population. In addition, it seems that the norther front
has been activated as well, even if it is in a lower operational tension, as the
Hezbollah in southern Lebanon has reportedly fired several rockets towards Israeli
targets, forcing Israeli Defence forces to engage them, while conducting strikes on
alleged Iran-linked targets in Syria and other Iran-backed groups that are targeting
U.S. military positions in Iraq and Syria and launched missiles at Israel. On the other
hand, amid heightened regional tensions, many international actors, most
prominently the United States, are conducting shuttle diplomacy, while Egypt and
Jordan are grappling with the dilemma of accepting displaced Palestinians, fearing
the potential for unrest and further regional destabilization. Notable diplomatic
developments include the recent visit (16 Nov.) of the Greek Minister of Foreign
Affairs George Gerapetritis to Ramallah, to meet with Palestinian Foreign Minister,
Riyad al-Maliki, and to be received by Palestinian Prime Minister, Mohammad
Shtayyeh. But also the extraordinary meeting (through VTC) of the EU Foreign Affairs
Council on the situation in the Middle East (20 Nov.).

However, one of the most interesting issues for further analysis is the
profound failure, or ineffectiveness of the Israeli intelligence mechanism (still not
fully and clearly identified whether it was up to the upper administrative or in the
lower operational/tactical level, or both) that raises concerns about public
confidence-trust in the Israeli government and security services (civilian or military).
On the other hand, one cannot avoid noticing the remarkable reactional reflexes of
the Israeli Civil Protection or military Reserves mechanism, but also of the Political
System to a grave security threat of a national scale. In fact, it might be considered
also as an excellent example for other States with similar or relevant problems, as
we can see that the Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s office and the
Security Cabinet declared the State “at war”iiand advocated for the new
Governmental coalition with the political party of Benny Gandz (National Unity). This
coalition is anticipated to continue using its military force to suppress Hama’s
militant activity to full elimination, and in addition probably extending it beyond
Gaza to the West Bank and East Jerusalem. According to Tzachi Hanegbi, the Israeli



National Security Adviser and National Security Council Director, updating on the
current developments at a press conference on Friday, November 17, 2023:

“...We are currently three weeks into the ground maneuver, 21 days in
which our soldiers paid a heavy price — but we are now in the heart of Gaza
City, and have either struck at all the places we targeted or eliminated them.
Thousands of terrorists have been killed. Senior commanders in the terrorist
organizations will never again carry out horrific atrocities. All the operational
objectives approved by the government, unanimously in fact, when presented
with the targets, are being achieved one after the other, from the first to the
last. ... We are determined to complete the operation, and the end goal of the
operation is in fact the end of Hamas. We will not stop until the military and
governing capabilities of Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad are destroyed.”™

In conclusion, there are four points that at this stage can be safely identified as
worth mentioning from that major crisis:

Firstly, Israel undoubtedly has a distinct edge over its opponents (both State
and non-State entities) in the region due to its overwhelming Hard Power advantage,
which allows Israel to significantly control how the situation plays out. Furthermore,
on the final resolution of this crisis, in general.

Secondly, (having said the above) Hard Power, alone, without other
Geopolitical factors (like Economy, International Law, Diplomacy, Culture, the social
factor like demography etc.) cannot safeguard permanent and mostly viable security
or easy permanent solutions in a sensitive geographic region, like the Middle East.
One needs to engage Soft Power, as well, in mixed formats of hybrid approaches in
effectively tackling geopolitical challenges.

Thirdly, Cultural and especially religious radicalism cannot be underestimated
or set aside in a current geopolitical assessment. Especially in cases where a
permanent solution of considerable regional peace among State and non-State
actors is undergoing in the sensitive and fragile region of the Middle East (and
Eastern Mediterranean).

And lastly fourthly, social fragmentation and political inconsistency affects
drastically the ability of organized Societies (/States) to assess realistically their
national security threats and react or plan effectively their necessary response to
those threats. In cases of existential threats, that inability might prove to be fatal for
the future survival or political independence of that political entity.
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